
49

tunities, is not to be matched in the universe. If our readers
can conceive the impressions of a quiet and respectable person,
already possessed of some knowledge, and anxious for more,
at the prospect of being eternally shut up in a room with six
boys, and those boys midshipmen, they will probably cease to
wonder at the fact, that there are few aspirants to so delight-
ful a destiny.
The prayer of these ill-used officers is confined mainly to a

request, that they may be treated, not only as gentlemen, but
as adults, and that they may be admitted, in common with
their equals, to seats at the ward-room mess. This is the one
great concession which would at once mend their position by
identifying them with the full-grown and responsible officers
of the service, and by removing them from a sphere in which
they are deprived both of the comforts and opportimities due
to their standing and their avocation. It would, of course, be
highly desirable that they should be indulged also with the
convenience of a cabin, for those multifarious purposes which
their daily duties suggest; but no discontent would be felt at
the absence of this accommodation, in any case where it was
clearly inconsistent with the expedient arrangements of the
vessel. What is felt as a grievance by these officers is, not
the inevitable inconvenience of sea-going practice, but the
systematic refusal, in their cases alone, of that consideration
which the nature of the service does permit, and which their
rank and their duties fairly claim. All the alleviation of their
discomforts, which they at present enjoy, is derived from the
accidental and unauthorized civilities of any particular cap-
tain who may be good enough to connive at the assistant-
surgeon’s sleeping in the sick berth, and washing in the dis-
pensary ; and we have reason to believe, that even such slight
and interrupted accommodations as these have been of no
small avail in preventing a general abandonment of so need-
lessly uncomfortable a service.

It should be observed, that an acquiescence in these most
reasonable requests would be attended with no kind of ex-
pense to the country. The pay of the assistant-surgeons-
.6127 15s. per annum, increasing after three years’ service to
.6136&mdash;is already amply sufficient to support the cost of the
ward-room mess; which, indeed, is open to officers of smaller
professional emolument. They merely desire the privilege of
suiting their daily life more appropriately to their daily pay
and their daily duties. As a matter of fact, it is notorious I

that the provision of a private cabin would often be found
really practicable, as was shown some time ago, when, upon
the occasion of a third-lieutenant being added to certain
vessels of inferior rates, no difficulty was ever experienced in
putting up the extra cabin required for his accommodation.
But this, as we have said, is not the main point of the peti-
tion, which prays only for a due recognition of rank and
standing, for an admission to corresponding social advantages,
and for such subsequent conveniences only as circumstances
loay be found to suggest or admit.
There are few occasions on which the duties of a public

journalist can be discharged more opportunely or more satis-
torily than on such as this. The officers of the army and navy
are deprived, by the restrictions inseparable from their posi-
tion, of many of those resources to which, when aggrieved or
annoyed, their fellow-subjects betake themselves. They can-
not cabal, or combine, or remonstrate. They can form no
ctubs, or leagues, or confederations. They are circumscribed
by the necessary discipline of the service, to distant and res-
pectful representations of their desires, addressed, probably,
to some functionary overwhelmed with weightier communi-
cations, and but little anxious to increase the work of his
department by ever so small an innovation. Even such peti-
tions as these, perhaps, are not despatched without some ap-
prehensions of the sentiments excited by a troublesome inter-
ruption. There is, consequently, no resource open to them,
except the influence of public opinion, and even to this they
are not enabled to make a direct appeal. It is what this
honourable and patriotic class are thus debarred from doing
of themselves that we address ourselves on the present occa-
sion to do for them, with the full conviction that so simple and
inexpensive a remedy will not be long withheld from so pal-
pable and serious an evil.

Correspondence.

WHAT ARE THE REMEDIES FOR CHOLERA ?
To flu!. Edito-r of THE LANCET.

SiR,&nacute;As the cholera is once more making its tour over the
eastern continent, and will in all probability make that of

this continent also, and recollecting the horrors of its last
visit to this country, there is a good deal of alarm in anti-
cipation of that event. We naturally begin to look around
us for proper means to combat it on its advent. We have
looked in vain to the European journals, and most especially
to THE LANCET, for information on the subject. From your
proximity to the seat of its ravages, I presume you must have
become acquainted with some of the remedies found to be
most successful. I hope I do not presume too much in asking
for such information on this subject as you may have been
able to gather, and also as to the character of the present
epidemic&nacute;its type-whether it is more or less mild-in short,
whatever you may be able to impart concerning it.
And allow me to take this opportunity of expressing the

gratification which I derive monthly from your valuable
periodical. I rejoice to see the effort which pervades, as it
were, each number to exalt the standard of our beloved pro-
fession. In no country is such an effort more loudly called
for than in this-it is literally a matter of dollars and cents.
This is certainly the age of nostrums. I sincerely trust you
may be successful in opening the eyes of physicians to the
true position which our profession ought to occupy, and pre-
vail on them to insist on taking it, even at the risk of some
pecuniary loss.-With the highest respect and esteem, I am,
your obedient servant,
New Orleans, February 15th, 1848. H. W. M-R.

THE SURGEONS OF ESSEX: THEIR CIRCULAR
AND PETITION TO PARLIAMENT.

(CIRCULAR.)
Witham, Essex, June 30th, 1848.

SiR,-A public meeting of the members of the Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons of England, residing in Essex, was held at
Colchester, on the 9th of June, at which petitions to Parlia.
ment were agreed to. That to the House of Commons has
subsequently been presented by Sir George Grey.
At the same meeting a resolution was passed to the effect,

That all the members of Parliament connected with this
county should be requested to support the same :’
With the view of carrying out this resolution, I forward

you a copy of the petition, and venture to request your espe-
cial attention to it on behalf of the meeting, the more parti-
cularly as the matter most probably will very speedily come
under your notice in the course of your parliamentary duties.
You will, I trust, excuse me for urging the following points:-

Previously to the year 1843, the Royal College of Surgeons
of England possessed the power, granted them by charter, to
admit as members certain parties who complied with certain
requisites. In that year the council of the college, (till then
self-elected,) without any converse with its members, obtained
a new charter, by which, first 300, afterwards 150, from nearly
10,000 members, were erected into an elective body, under the
title of fellows, in a capricious manner, without any additional
education or examination, or any reference whatever to supe-
riority of acquirements. The members naturally look upon
such charter, and its working, as the perpetration of injustice
towards their whole body, since, previously to its existence,
they were all upon equality.

’ Recently, a conclave, self-constituted, consisting of the
presidents of the Royal Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons,
the master of the Apothecaries’ Company, and a gentleman,
named Pennington, the president of a small body of practi-
tioners of all descriptions, have agreed upon certain 11 prim-
ciples" upon which to found future medical legislation. By
these, the Apothecaries’ Company, who have hitherto been
the licensing body for the mass of general practitioners
throughout this country, as well as the only body who could
afford them any protection from the competition of uneducated
and unlicensed persons, is to relinquish its functions, and a
new corporation is to be established, under the title of "Royal
College of General Practitioners," to which the members of
the College of Surgeons maust belong, in order to enable them
to recover remuneration for their services; by which act they
must relinquish the title of surgeon, which they at present
hold by law, or failing to join which, they entirely lose most
of their present privileges.
The members of the Royal College of Surgeons in Essex

repudiate all idea of any connexion with any new medical
corporation whatever, more especially one by which they will
be degraded in rank and title. They hold that the present
existing bodies of that kind are fully equal to the wants of the
profession, and that a multiplication of licensing bodies will
be but a multiplication of the evils under which the profession
of physic at present labours. If the Apothecaries’ Company


